Ij6                  HOW  CAME  CIVILIZATION?

passed. Our only hope of discovering its origin is to study
it historically and archaeologically in the place where it was
first developed. We shall find that it was very different,,
both in form and purpose, from those in ordinary use to-day,
and that its inventors, though we must allow them to have
been scientists, were very different from the professional
scientists of to-day, trained as these are by scholars,, that is
to say teachers and text-book writers. The scientists of the
seventeenth century were but little interested in the utilitarian
aspect of their inventions. Their object was to cause wonder
and surprise, to produce *a most incredible thing, if not
seen' (E. Dircks, Life of the Marquess of Worcester^ p. 452).
Nothing was farther from their minds than the idea of
developing their inventions for the purpose of altering the
conditions under which they lived, and Lee's stocMng-frame,
being useful, was regarded as anti-social and suppressed.

Yet our ancestors of three centuries ago were very like
ourselves. They lived, many of them, in the same houses,
and enjoyed the same books, plays, and pictures. The
historian of the distant future will probably put us all into
the same chapter. The fact that their ideas on the subject of
invention were so different from our own should make us
realize the absurdity of assuming that the inventors of
5000 or 10000 B.C. were 'progressive' in any sense in which
we use the term.

We have seen that many of the principal discoveries and
inventions upon which our civilization is based can be traced
with considerable probability to an area with its focus near
the head of the Persian Gulf, and such evidence as there is
suggests that they were made by ingenious priests as a means
of fadHtating the performance of religious ritual. It is at
least possible that animals were first domesticated foi
convenience in sacrifice and that the first use of the plough
was as a method of symbolically fertilizing the soil; the first
wheel may have been a kbour-saving device for keeping the